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EDITORIAL 


I would like to thank all Regional Councillors for the 
large amount of material that they have collected for the 
News Bulletin during 1976. Keep up the good work! 


I acknowledge the assistance of the Secretary, 
Mrs. Cheryl Wynd, Mr. Ross Field, Mr. Stephen Sexton and 


Mr. Vince Salanitri in the preparation and posting of this 
issue. 


EXECUTIVE REPORT 
MEETINGS: 


The Executive met on 16th August, 5th and 29th October, 
and 29th November, 1976. 


MEMBERSHTP: 
Since the last report, two new members have been elected, 


two have resigned and there were two deaths. Total membership 
Stands at 551, and the geographical distribution is as follows: 


NSW 120 VIC 82 TAS 23 
OLD 114 SA 41 WA 22 
ACT 85 PNG 20 NT 6 
Overseas 35 Address unknown: 3 


NEW MEMBERS: 
We extend a warm welcome to the following new members: 


Elected 16th August 


- Prof. H.F. Howden, Biology Dept., Carleton University, 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1S 5B6, Canada. Prof. Howden's interests 
are in the systematics of the Coleoptera (mainly Scarabaeidae) 
and insect biogeography. 


Elected 29th October 


- Mr. S. Simpson, 5 Lola Street, Mt. Gravatt, Brisbane, Qld. 4122. 
Mr. Simpson, a full time student at Univ. of Queensland, is 
interested in insect ecology and behaviour. 

RESIGNATIONS: 


The resignations from Mrs. H.E. Spaun and Ms. H. Malcolm. 
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DEATH: 


The Executive recorded with deep regret the death of a 
newly elected member, Dr. H. Reichardt, and of Mr. F.A. 
Perkins, an Honorary Life Member of the Society. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS (State of previous residence shown in brackets): 


P.H. Twine, Box 102, P.O., Toowoomba, Old., 4350 (QLD). 

R.J. Kohout, 20 New Street, Wavell Hts., Brisbane, Old. 4000 (OLD). 

N. de Jong, Lot 536 Price St., York Estate, South Penrith, 
N.S.W. 2750 (NSW). 

A.P. Mackey, 108 Newbridge Hill, Bath, Avon, England, BA1l 3BQ (PNG). 

P.S. Like, Dept. Zool., Monash Univ., P.O. Box 92, Clayton, Vic. 
3168 (TAS). 

P.J. Curry, c/- Applied Ecology Pth. Ltd., P.O. Box 26, Woden, 
A.C.T. 2606 (WA). 

R.B. Grund, c/- 3 Trevor Avenue, Rostrevor, S.A. 5073 (Overseas). 

R.L. Kitching, School of Australian Environmental Studies, 
Griffith University, Nathan, Qld. 4111 (ACT). 

I.R. Bock, Dept. of Genetics, La Trobe University, Bundoora, 
Vic. 3083 (QLD). 

K.C. Davis, 47 Nottinghill Road, Lidcombe, N.S.W. 2141 (NSW). 

N.J. Barton, P.O. Box 648, Bairnsdale, Vic. 3875 (VIC). 

R.J. Faulder, 68 Phillip Road, Ryde, N.S.W. 2112 (NSW). 

S. Goodwin, Horticultural Research Station, P.O. Box 720, 
Gosford, N.S.W. 2250 (NSW). 

G.W. Saunders, National Parks & Wildlife Service, P.O. Box 190, 
Brisbane Nth Quay, Qld. 4000 (QLD). 

T. Passlow, Entomology Branch, Dept. of Primary Industries, 
Meiers Road, Indooroopilly, Qld. 4068 (QLD). 

I.D. Galloway, - ) 

B.K. Cantrell, - 


APPOINTMENTS: 
Treasurer 


Dr. G. Ettershank resigned as Treasurer on 15th November as 
he is soon to go overseas on sabbatical leave. The Executive, 
in consultation with Council, appointed the Assistant Treasurer, 
Dr. J.R.J. French (Forest Products Laboratory, CSIRO Division 
of Building Research, Graham Road, Highett, Vic. 3190), to 
succeed Dr. Ettershank as Treasurer, under the provisions of 
Clause 33 of the Constitution. 


Chief Editor 


Due to pressure of work, Dr. K.L.S. Harley tendered his 
resignation as Chief Editor to take effect from 3lst December, 
1976. In accepting his resignation, the Executive, on behalf 
of all members, thanks Dr. Harley for the tremendous task he 
has performed since his appointment in 1971 in producing a 
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Journal of high international standing for the Society, to the 
benefit not only to its members but of Australian entomology 
generally. 


The Executive, in consultation with Council, has appointed 
Dr. M.J. Rice (Dept. of Entomology, Univ. of Queensland, St. Lucia, 
Qld. 4067) as Chief Editor from lst January, 1977, under the 
provisions of Clause 33 of the Constitution. 


Representative - N.S.W. Science & Technology Council 


The N.S.W. Science & Technology Council has recently been 
established by the N.S.W. Government to advise it in matters 
relating to science and technology. The Council wishes to 
have good collaboration with learned bodies in attaining its 
purposeful role of science and technology advice to Government 
and has invited the Society to nominate a representative for 
further contact. The Executive has nominated Dr. J. Ridsdill 
Smith, one of two N.S.W. Regional Councillors, to represent 
the Society. 


AUSTRALIAN DIRECTORY OF ENTOMOLOGY: 


The Co-ordinator, Mr. R.A.H. Davies, reports that he has 
received a large number of completed questionnaires but there 
are still many outstanding which he trusts will be returned 
soon. Indexing of the information requested will be carried 
out on a computer. The punched cards are to be retained and 
updated periodically in order to publish new editions of the 
Directory. It is hoped to have the Directory published in 
early 1977. 


MEMBERSHTP AND SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 


The Executive has been concerned at the ever increasing 
costs having to be met by the Society, particularly with 
respect to the production and distribution costs of the Journal 
which, for the fiscal year ending June 1976, sustained a large 
deficit (see Financial Statements 1975-76). Consequently, 
the Executive reluctantly recommended to Council that all 
membership and subscription rates be increased as from lst 
January, 1977. Council approved these increases and the 
Treasurer has given full details elsewhere in this Bulletin. 
It is hoped that the new rates will enable the Society to 
meet its financial obligations for the foreseeable future. 


MINUTES OF 8AGM: 


Unfortunately it was not possible to incorporate the 
Minutes of the 8AGM with this News Bulletin, and they will 
be published in the February issue. 
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NEW MEMBERSHIP AND SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


In order to meet the ever increasing costs that the Society 
is having to meet, Council recently approved increases in the 
membership and subscription rates effective 1/1/77. The new 
rates are as follows: 


Full Membership $20 
Student Membership $10 
Retired Membership $5 


Pro-rata increase for other 
membership rates (e.g. husband/wife) 
Subscription rate to the Journal $35 


You will find your account for 1977 with this issue of the 
News Bulletin, and your early remittance would be appreciated. 


J.R.J. French 
Treasurer 


REPORT FROM THE PRESIDENT 


Firstly I want to thank you all for re-electing me President 
for a second term. 


I have recently returned from ten weeks overseas during 
which I attended the XV International Congress of Entomology 
in Washington. The next Congress is to be in Japan in 1980. 


During the Congress, Section 1 (Systematics) held an afternoon 
session designated “Informal Conference" on "Changing nature of 
entomological collections, uses, functions, growth, and 
management". Convenor and Moderator was Ke Chung Kim (USA) 
and among the pre-arranged speakers and discussants were 
C.H. Lindroth (Sweden), J.C.M. Carvalho (Brazil), L.V. Knutson 
(USA), L. Mound (UK) and G.C. Steyskal (USA). There was a 
remarkably large attendance and vigorous discussion. The 
organisers had asked Dr. Mound to say something in his discussion 
about the Australian insect export legislation. He offered 
instead to ask an Australian to do so and first invited a 
proponent of the legislation who declined, then asked me. I 
explained the 3 components of the legislation, its origin, the 
way it has operated, and the attitude and actions of the Australian 
Entomological Society and other bodies, emphasising our belief 
that exchange of scientific information between scientists 
should be unrestricted and that insect specimens represent 
scientific information. Comments to me afterwards indicated 
that the explanation was appreciated. 


A resolution adopted by this session was the only resolution 
submitted from a Section to the closing plenary session of the 
Congress, which adopted it. The text of it appears elsewhere in 
this Bulletin and I have sent copies of it to the Minister for 
Science and the Secretary (Biological Sciences) of the Academy. 


The foregoing was written on 17th October. On 9th November 
the Academy sent me a copy of a letter dated 3rd November to 
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the Minister for Science from the Secretary (Biological Sciences), 
Australian Academy of Science, conveying the Academy's considered 
advice that Regulation 13A be repealed. On 16th November I wrote 
to the President of the Academy as follows" 


"On behalf of the Australian Entomological Society, I 

want to tell you how very much we have appreciated firstly, 
the Academy's Council's acceptance of our plea in September 
1975 that it consider our submission for repeal, and 
secondly, the time and trouble that members of the Council 
and of the ad hoc committee of biological academicians 

have taken to look into all aspects of the problems posed 
by Regulation 13A. 


It is of course most heartening to us that the Academy has 
decided to recommend repeal and we are very grateful for 
this decision". 


We must now await with cautious optimism the Minister's 
decision and its implementation. 


It seems likely that a group composed largely of non- 
entomologists may submit to the Minister that the Academy's advice 
was based on incorrect information, and that since Regulation 13A 
came into operation, there has been greatly increased support for 
the legislation among Australian entomologists who formerly opposed 
it. It would be interesting to know how their figures (if any) 
were obtained. 


17th November, 1976 Elizabeth N. Marks 


RESOLUTION ADOPTED ON 27TH AUGUST, 1976 BY THE 
CLOSING PLENARY SESSION OF THE XVTH INTERNATIONAL 
CONGRESS OF ENTOMOLOGY HELD AT WASHINGTON, D.C., U.S.A. 


Resolution from Section 1 on Scientific Collecting, 
Exchange and Transfer of Entomological Specimens. 


WHEREAS, entomological specimens are indispensable material 
for the educational and scientific study of insects and other 
arthropods, and; 


WHEREAS, entomological collections are permanent scientific 
resources, which are held in trust for use by the world scientific 
community and; 


WHEREAS, scientific collecting, exchange and transfer of 
entomological specimens is necessary in order to continue 
scientific inguiry and its rational application for the well-being 
of mankind, and; 


WHEREAS, it is important that national and state regulations 
do not impede the appropriate use of scientific specimens in 
entomological research and education, and; 
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WHEREAS, the principle should be strongly endorsed that, 
where suitable museums exist for the safe long-term preservation 
of holotypes, these holotypes should be located in the region 
of the world where the species concerned occur, now 


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the XVth International 
Congress of Entomology, Washington, D.C., August 19-27, 1976 
endorses the principle of exchange of scientific specimens 
of insects and other arthropods among scientists of all nations, 
and urges that when national and state regulations are made 
they be drawn in such a way that they are consistent with the 
foregoing preamble. 


ENTOMOLOGICAL NEWS AROUND AUSTRALIA 
VICTORIA: 
PkRant Research Institute: 


A special meeting of the Stored Products Sub-Committee of 
S.C.A. Entomology Committee was held at P.R.I. on llth and 
12th October. This meeting was followed by a meeting of the 
Entomology Committee on 13th - 15th October. Members of these 
committees were able to view the facilities at P.R.I. and 
discuss research and extension projects. 


The new building extensions at P.R.I. are nearing completion 
and are expected to be ready for occupation in December. 
Construction of the Fly Suppression Unit Building has been 
completed and the Unit is now fully operational. 


Dr. Shlomo Navarro of the Institute for Technology and 
Storage of Agricultural Products, Tel-Aviv, Israel, joined 
the Stored Products Research Unit at P.R.I. in late August. 
Shlomo is spending a year's study leave in Australia and has 
commenced physical and biological studies on controlled gas 
atmospheres for insect control. 


Dr. Ian McLaren recently returned from a visit to the 
USSR, the main objective of which was to study biological 
control systems. Next February two Russian scientists will 
spend a fortnight at P.R.I. to study biological control of 
insects and weds and to discuss general entomological problems. 
Last month two Russian grain experts spent a short time at 
P.R.I. discussing problems associated with insect infestation 
of stored grain with officers of the Stored Products Research 
Unit. 
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In September Dr. Peter Williams visited the Department of 
Aqriculture and the Co-operative Bulk Handling Authority in 
Western Australia to discuss techniques for controlling insect 
pests of stored grain and systems of sampling for pests and 
monitoring for resistance to chemical grain protectants and 
fumigants. Also to view the grain handling and storage system 
in Western Australia. 


Department of Zoology, Monash University: 


George and Jenny Ettershank are leaving Australia in 
December for a year's study leave in America. George has 
a Visiting Professorship in the Department of Biology, New 
Mexico State University, Las Cruces, New Mexico. The 
Ettershank's research projects will consist of a study of 
herbivory in the creosote bush community, an investigation 
of the role of detritivores in the desert ecosystem and 
observations on trail behaviour of Pogonomyrmex spp. harvester 
ants and of Solenopsis saevissima, the fire ant. 


CSIRO Davision of Burkding Research - Forest Products Laboratory: 


Mr. Jim Creffield and Mr. Doug Howick visited the CSIRO 
Division of Entomology to examine timber presentation tests in 
the Canberra area. 


Dr. John French and Mr. Peter Robinson are conducting 
laboratory and field tests on termite repellents using extracts 
from native timbers. The main field testing site is at Walpeup 
in the Victorian Mallee. 


In early November the Division of Building Research was 
inspected by the Administrative Council of CSIRO. Displays 
for this occasion included demonstrations of damage caused by 
native and exotic timber pests. 


Department of Zoology, La Trobe Universaty: 


Kay Lindsay has recently been awarded a Ph.D. for a 
thesis on digestive physiology of phloem feeding Homoptera. 


Dr. Danthanarayana is going overseas for seven months 
commencing in January 1977. Dan will be spending a month in 
Sri Lanka followed by six months study leave at the Imperial 
College Field Station, Silwood Park, Sunninghill, U.K. 


OUEENSLAND: 


During August Dr. Eric Sinclair took up a position with 
the Stored Products Section of the Entomology Branch of the 
Department of Primary Industries at Indooroopilly. Eric and 
his wife Penelope recently completed an assignment in Nigeria 
on pests of sugar cane. 
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Dr. Martin Rice of the University of Qld. Entomology 
Department visited Sydney and Canberra during August in order 
to exchange ideas for his work on the physiology of the sheep 
blowfly. Don Smith of the same Department has taken up a 
position as an Experimental Officer with the CSIRO Division 
of Applied Organic Chemistry in Sydney. Dr. Elizabeth Exley, 
spent a week in July working on the Australian National 
Insect Collection in Canberra. 


Robin Yule and Ross Wylie of the Forestry Department are 
holding seminars for pest control operators in Townsville 
and Cairns. Whilst in North Queensland they will also be 
inspecting forests and doing general collecting for forest 
insects. 


Bill Haseler, Alan Tomley, Paul and Rachel McFadyen 
spent a week late in October in the Collinsville area in 
order to evaluate the progress of the insects released for 
the biocontrol of Harrisia cactus. The McFadyens have only 
recently returned from South America where Paul has been working 
on insects for the biocontrol of groundsel bush in Brazil, 
while Rachel was working on insects on Harrisia cactus in 
Argentina. 


A combined expedition spent six weeks during September 
and October investigating the distribution of various insect 
pest species in the Cape and close Torres Strait Islands. 
Team members included Don Sands (CSIRO Screw Worm Unit, 

Port Moresby), Doug Clague who is a government veterinarian 
from Cairns, Eric Holm and David Murray (D.P.I.). Some of 

the projects involved were inspection of cattle using ground, 
air and sea transport, lure trapping to determine the presence 
of the oriental screw worm in the region and lure trapping 

for the exotic fruit fly. Preliminary reports indicate that 
screw worm was not taken. 


Slim Roebuck of C.I.A.E. Rockhampton will be away for 
some years as he is taking up a lectureship at the Les otho 
National University in Southern Africa. He hopes to continue 
research into dipteran parasites of cattle which was began 
during his M.Sc. in tropical Entomology at the University of 
Rhodesia. 


Bob Taylor and Tom Weir from CSIRO, Canberra have just 
completed two weeks in the Atherton Tableland collecting ants 
in various rainforest localities. They were mainly after the 
Australian army ant Onychomyrmex, and managed to obtain live 
colonies from various localities including Mt. Lewis, McDowall 
Ranges and the Windsor Tableland. Several other interesting 
ant records were also obtained. 
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Peter Twine has commenced studies towards a Ph.D. under 
Dr. Hal Reynolds at the University of California at Riverside. 
Peter is on study leave from D.P.I. Toowoomba and hopes to 
complete a project on the ecology of cotton pests. 


The Heliothis workshop at Tamworth and Narrabri (25th - 
29th October) was attended by John Turner, Bob Teakle, Ian Kay 
and Ian Titmarsh from D.P.I., and Alan Bishop and Bruce Pyke 
from the Integrated Pest Management Unit (Qld. University). 
Prior to the workshop, Bob Teakle visited Dr. Richard Milner 
of the CSIRO. Dr. Milner recently returned from a trip to 
Europe in which he visited insect pathology laboratories and 
attended an International Colloquium on Insect Pathology. 


Ian Titmarsh and John Donaldson have returned to D.P.I. 
Indooroopilly after six weeks of fruit fly trapping in Cape York. 


Director of D.P.I. Entomology, Tom Passlow, spent a week 
during October in Melbourne to attend the annual meeting of 
the Entomological sub-committee of Standing Committee. 


Dr. John Lamberton of the CSIRO Division of Applied Organic 
Chemistry, Melbourne, paid a visit to Ken Harley, Wim Ma and 
Martin Rice in order to discuss chemicals which affect Telonemia 


scrupulosa. 


Dr. Jean Guittierez, Office de la Reserche Scientifique 
et Technique Outre-Mer, based at Noumea, New Caledonia visited 
the CSIRO Long Pocket Laboratories, the Entomology Branch, 
Queensland D.P.I. and the Alan Fletcher Research Station, 
Queensland Dept. of Lands from 19th -22nd October. Dr. Guittierez, 
whose personal interest is in spider mites, was mainly seeking 
information on control of cattle ticks and on biological control 
of weeds. He has been at Noumea for about a year following a 
period of 15 years in Malagasy (Madagascar). 


Dr. Rob Sutherst from CSIRO, Long Pocket Laboratories 
assisted the D.P.I. during a 2 week workshop held at Bribie 
Island in October, to plan an ambitious cattle tick extension 
program for S.E. Queensland. The cattle tick team analysed 
the current situation in depth and prepared a short term 
Work Plan to make the industry aware of the present serious 
situation with chemical control. The Plan will be evaluated 
in 12 months time and reviewed regularly thereafter to adjust 
objectives and plans. 


Teaching and technical staff of the Entomology Department, 
University of Qld. held another workshop in August at the 
Mt. Gravatt College of Advanced Education. The topic was 
the use of insects in secondary school teaching. 
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Lindsey Tuart of Narrabri, N.S.W. visited the Mareeba 
D.P.I. and had discussions on Heliothis biology. 


Brian Kay, Bob Domrow and Pat Marks of the Queensland 
Institute of Medical Research changed premises during October 
to a new building in the grounds of the Royal Brisbane Hospital. 


The CSIRO Dung Beetle Section in Canberra is preparing 
a number of new species for release in different areas of 
Australia this summer. First releases of new species in 
Queensland are being handled by the dung beetle evaluation 
group at Rockhampton led by Dr. Angus Macqueen. Species 
released in October and November were Onitis viridulus (Biloela), 
Onitis crenatus (Ipswich), Onitis pecuaris (Stanthorpe), 
Onitis vanderkelleni (Toowoomba) and Sisyphus infuscatus 
(Biloela). In addition, a booster release of insectary-bred 
Sisyphus rubrus was recently made near Mt. Morgan. 


M. Bengston and R.I. Storey 
SOUTH AUSTRALTA: 


Waite Institute: 


Messrs. G.A. Buchanan and J. Hardie from the Department 
of Agriculture, Mildura Horticultural Research Station, 
Irymple, Victoria, visited the Department on 28th and 29th 
October. Mr. Hardie is involved with work on phylloxera- 
resistant rootstocks in the Rutherglen area, and both he and 
Mr. Buchanan came to consult Mr. Duncan Swan's notebooks and 
photographic records on that subject. 


The Entomology Department had a visit from Mr. John Beattie 
of California recently. He brought with him the first volume 
of his new index to the zoological record Insecta: Lepidoptera: 
Rhopalocera. He claims that this index cuts down the time 
required to search the zoological record for any species of 
butterfly to no more than a few minutes. 


Prof. H.G. Andrewartha, Emeritus Professor of Zoology and 
Hon. Research Associate in the Dept. of Entomology, recently 
visited the Division of Wildlife, CSIRO, Canberra, where he 
worked with Dr. Ken Myers on the ecology of the rabbit. 
Unfortunately, he fell ill during the trip back - by car and 
caravan - but we are told that he is making good progress 
towards recovery. 


Department of Agriculture and Fisheries: 


Don Swincer attended the Heliothis workshop in N.S.W. in 
October. 
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It was held in two locations, firstly at Tamworth where 
standardisation of insecticide resistance testing was studied, 
then at Narrabri for discussions on Heliothis ecology. 


Peter Birks has been appointed as the S.A. Commissioner 
on the Australian Plague Locust Commission following the 
retirement of Mr. J.W. McAuliffe. 


Peter Allen has returned from his overseas study tour 
which covered world trends in insect damage assessment and 
field population sampling. He also attended the 15th 
International Congress of Entomology at Washington. 


Dr. Satya Singh, the Chief Entomologist of Fiji visited 
us in September. 


R.S. Bungey 
TASMANTA: 


This year the area of eucalypt forest near Hobart 
defoliated by the looper Stathmorrhopa aphotista has increased 
considerably to more than 1500 hectares and some trees have 
been killed as the result of repeated defoliation. Humphrey 
Elliott reports predation by ichneumonids, birds and an 
unidentified egg parasite but no sign of disease. There is 
some evidence that the population is suffering from a shortage 
of food and that pupal mortality is high. 


Heavy infestations of the scarab Saulostomus villosus 
have been recorded from Tomahawk, Ross and Buckland. At 
Tomahawk in the north-east of the state, the infestatiop 
extends over 12 hectares with densities of up to 500 m “. 


R.J. Akhurst 


WESTERN AUSTRALTA: 


Dr. Norman B. Tindale of Palo Alto will be visiting 
Western Australia in October, Adelaide through November, 
also Melbourne and Conberra over January 1977. He hopes to 
see as much Hepialid material as possible during his visits 
to Museum collections. 


W.J. Bailey 
NEW SOUTH WALES: 
Mr. Laurie Greenup, of the NSW Dept. Agriculture at Tamworth, 


recently spent eight weeks visiting centres of research into 
insecticide resistance and cotton pests in Europe and the USA. 
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Mr. Neil Forrester, another Tamworth entomologist, attended 
the Oilseed Conference Workshop at Toowoomba in October. 


At the end of October, the cotton group organized a 
Heliothis workshop at Tamworth and Narrabri. The meeting was 
attended by about 35 people, and was considered very useful. 


Dr. Richard Milner, of the Division of Entomology, CSIRO, 
at Armidale has just returned from a seven-week visit of 
insect pathology laboratories in Switzerland, England and the 
USA. He also attended the International Colloquium on Insect 
Pathology at Kingston in Canada, where he gave a paper on 
his work on Metarrhizium anisopliae. Richard was interested 
to visit the Fairfax laboratory where they are producing 
mermethid nematodes to control mosquitoes in a new product 
trade named ‘Skeeter Doom’. 


J. Ridsdill Smith 
Entomology Branch, Biological and Chemical Research Instrtute: 


Mr. N.C. Lloyd retired on 12th October after 35 years 
distinguished service with the Entomology Branch. During 
his career he was District Entomologist at Orange, NSW, 
where he worked on the insect pests of pome fruits. In 
later years he returned to Rydalmere and was responsible 
for matters related to insecticide registration. 


Mr. N.A. Roxburgh resigned on 3rd August after 8% years 
service during which he made valuable contributions to research 
on resistance problems in Lucilia cuprina. 


Mr. W. Palmer who was recently transferred to the 
Entomology Branch from the Cattle Tick Research Station, 
Wollongbar has commenced a Ph.D. at the Simon Fraser University 
in Canada. 


Macquarze University: 


Diana Hales has returned to work following the birth of 
a son, Max on 29/7/76. She has commenced a survey of 
coccinellids on native flora and is interested in corresponding 
with others with similar interests. 


Paul Ehrlich is visiting Macquarie University as a visiting 
Professor for one year. 


Sydney University: 


Congratulations to Emmy Dankers who recently gave birth 
to a daughter and successfully completed a Ph.d. entitled 
"The neurosecretory system and control of ovarian maturation 


in the Queensland fruit fly, Dacus tryoni (Frogg)”. She has 
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returned to Holland with her husband Norbett. 


Congratulations to Ruth Whitehouse on her marriage to 
Eric McCairns on 16/10/76. Ruth and Eric enjoyed their 
nuptial flight touring the east coast of Australia. 


Forestry Commission: 


The Commission has recently received from Queensland 
breeding stocks of the noctuid moth Autoplusia illustata 
which specifically attacks lantana. The moth, originally 
from South America, is being assessed for release in NSW. 


G.A.C. Beattie 


AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY: 


As reported in the last issue of the Bulletin, the 
collection of Australian Coleoptera made by the late J.G. 
Brooks of Cairns has been presented to the Australian 
National Insect Collection. The transfer has now been 
completed. The collection comprises 21,879 specimens, 
representing about 4,600 identified species, including 95 
species represented by paratypes. 


During early November, Bob Taylor and Tom Weir collected 
in north Queensland on and around the Atherton Tablelands 
including Mt. Lewis, Mt. Windsor Tableland, and the McDowall 
Range and also locations in the Eungella area collecting 
"army ants" of the genus Onychomyrmex. 


Dr. A.P. Mackey of the University of Papua and New Guinea 
visited the Division during September. Peter worked on the 
collection of Lymantriidae. Dr. Z. Boucek of the Commonwealth 
Institute of Entomology called in on his way to Queensland. 
His interests are Chalcidoidea, and while in Brisbane will 
be studying the Girault types. 


Ken Key retired from the Division of Entomology on 
27th August. After returning from a holiday overseas he 
plans to continue work on the taxonomy of the Morabine 
grasshoppers. 


T.E. Bellas 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA: 


The Chief Entomologist of D.P.I., Mr. Ted Fenner and 
Mr. Fred Dori from Lae attended the October Entomology 
Committee meeting in Melbourne of the Standing Committee 
on Agriculture. Fred later attended a Heliothis workshop 
at Tamworth and Narrabri organised by the NSW Department of 
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Agriculture, and discussed locust problems with Mr. Graham 
Baker, a former PNG entomologist. 


According to Mr. Graham Young, who recently returned from 
the International Congress in Washington, the locust problems 
in the Markham Valley are declining, and only small pockets 
of insects remain. Graham would be most interested in 
Organising a PNG regional meeting of the A.E.S. to be held 
in Wau in March, 1977, and would like to hear from members 
who have proposals for an agenda. 


Mr. Alan Kirk is continuing his research on natural 
e1emies of bracken. In September he set up a number of 
experiments at Wau. 


Mr. Bob Prior based at Popondetta expects to complete 
studies of oil palm insects in west New Britain shortly. 
Mr. Ted Fenner is to attend a seminar at Maprik to discuss 
farming of insects. 


PNG members were pleased to hear that Mr. Alan Johnston 
has been appointed Chief Technician in charge of natural 
history collections at the Hampshire Museum in Winchester. 
Alan reports that the PNG cuscus which he sent to England 
last year has adapted well to its new zoo home. 


Dr. Phil Spradbery, Commodore of the Papuan Yacht Club, 
will be a crew member on the 31 ft. yacht "Vanessa" in the 
forthcoming Sydney to Hobart race. We all wish Phil and crew 
the best ‘of success in this event. 


During a recent trip to Brisbane, I was inundated with 
questions relating to PNG regulations on the import and export 
of insects, so I will attempt to outline the correct situation. 
All matters concerning export of insects including issue of 
permits are now handled by the Department of Natural Resources 
and no longer by .the D.P.I. entomologists. Permits are only 
issued after the applicant has entered PNG, and are not issued 
to expatriate applicants who have a previous record of selling 
or trading insects. Commercial trade and sale of non-protected 
insects by PNG nationals is being encouraged by Dept. of 
Natural Resources, but expatriates are not permitted to 
engage in this trade. 


Import of dead insect specimens is no longer prohibited 
by customs or quarantine regulations, provided they have been 
fumigated and contain no other organisms. Matters concerning 
export of insects and issue of permits should be directed 
to the Conservator of Fauna, Department of Natural Resources, 
P.O. Box 2585, Konedobu, Papua New Guinea. 
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Would correspondents from Australia please note that 
surface mail takes up to 3 or more months to reach PNG post 
offices. 


D.P.A. Sands 


NEWS FROM AFFILIATED SOCIETIES 
ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA (N.S.W.): 


The August monthly meeting, held on the evening of 
4th August was addressed by Mr. N.C. Lloyd, Special Entomologist, 
on “Pesticide Registration in N.S.W.". Norm Lloyd gave a 
detailed and interesting account of the requirements for 
registration of pesticides and also some insight into the 
objectives of registration. 


Mr. K. Brown, University of N.S.W., addressed the September 
meeting, held on the evening of lst September, on "New taxonomic 
characters for the higher Diptera". The new characters 
consisted of several wing measurements which were then used 
for a numerical taxonomic method; several interesting species 
clusters were indicated. 


The October meeting, held on the evening of 6th October, 
was addressed by Max Hill, the photographer at Biological 
and Chemical Research Institute, Rydalmere. Max dealt with 
the cameras, lenses, film type and lighting required to 
obtain good quality photographs of insects, either indoors 
or outdoors. 


A.D. Clift 
ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF QUEENSLAND: 


General meetings have continued to be held monthly during 
1976. Some idea of the variety of topics covered will be 
gauged by the following. 


In April, Mr. C. Roff, formerly Chief Advisor in 
Horticulture, Department of Primary Industries, Queensland, 
gave a very comprehensive account of beekeeping in this State. 


Following the recent detection of the Oriental fruit fly 
(Dacus dorsalis (Hendel)) in the Northern Territory, it 
seemed timely to consider this pest at the meeting in May. 
Dr. R. Drew and Dr. G. Hooper elucidated for us something of 
the taxonomy, distribution, hosts, quarantine problems, 
current trapping programmes, etc. as well as describing 
suppression/eradication techniques presently being applied 
in the Philippines, Japan and the USA. 


Australian Entomological Society 


The June meeting was given over to Notes and Exhibits 
and in July, Dr. W. Ma, Research Fellow in the Entomology 
Department, University of Queensland, spoke of the interactions 
between plant chemicals and insects. 


No meeting was scheduled in August, but many members and 
their friends enjoyed a social evening organised by the Council 
during which a visiting German artist, Jorg Schmeisser, gave 
an illustrated address. 


The September meeting was held in the new home of the 
Entomology Branch, Department of Primary Industries at 
Indooroopilly. The work of each section was outlined and 
then members were guided through the laboratories where 
staff proved very willing to discuss both their current 


programmes and their bright new facilities. All much appreciated. 


In October we were transported to South America when 
Rachel McFadyen told of her investigations centred in Argentina 
into insects being studied in connection with the biological 
control of Harrisia cactus, and her husband, Paul, reported 
on his work in Brazil towards the biological control of 
groundsel bush. Both plants are important weeds in pastures 
in Queensland, and members will follow with interest results 
of releases of their promising finds. 


E.M. Exley 


WITHDRAWAL OF CHLORDIMEFORM 


The production and sale of chlordimeform, an agricultural 
insecticide, used in Australia for the control of insects in 
cotton and horticultural crops and as an acaricide for cattle 
tick control, has been voluntarily suspended by the two 
firms marketing the product. This action was taken because 
preliminary toxicological findings by company scientists 
indicate that chlordimeform may cause malignant tumors in 
a certain strain of laboratory mice when the animals are 
fed high daily doses of the chemical over the major part 
of the expected lifetime. The action taken is stated to 
be a precaution until all studies are completed and the 
results analysed at which time a final decision on the 
future of this chemical will be made. 


The economic implications of this decision can be 
understood in relation to cattle tick control when it is 
realised that in the NSW Tick Quarantine area alone some 
900 dipping baths have had to be emptied and recharged with 
an alternative acaricide. 


Dr. Jim Nolan 
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OPENING OF ‘THE BIOLAB' AT EPRAPAH 
ENVIRONMENTAL CENTRE, QUEENSLAND 


A small multi-purpose laboratory/museum called ‘The Biolab' 
was officially opened at Eprapah Environmental Centre, 
Victoria Point (SE of Brisbane) on 17th October. ‘Eprapah' 
(39 hectares) which is devoted entirely to environmental 
education at all levels has a variety of habitats including 
grasslands, open forest, Melaleuca swamp, rainforest remnants, 
Casuarina swamp, mangroves, fresh, brackish and salt water; 
the property is owned by the Scout Association of Australia 
(Queensland Branch) but is being used increasingly by primary, 
secondary and tertiary students as well as Scouts and Girl 
Guides. A survey of the insects has been commenced by 
Mr. Robin Yule, Mr. Ross Wylie, Mr. Murdoch De Baar and 
Mr. Michael Hockey, and the specimens will ultimately be 
housed in ‘The Biolab' together with other representatives 
of the flora and fauna. However, maximum use will be made 
of living material during activities for youngsters visiting 
the site. A feature is also being made of the utilization 
of solar energy and a solar cell module for electrical energy 
generation has been recently added, as well as a solar hot 
water system. 


Dr. Bernard F. Stone 


REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION 


Mr. K.C. Khoo, Entomology Department, Waite Agricultural 
Research Institute, Private Mail Bag, Glen Osmond, S.A. 5064, 
is studying the bionomics of Plenias spp. (Geometridae) and 
would like to receive specimens from other parts of Australia 
to assist in this project. 


ECOLOGICAL ENTOMOLOGY 


Members may have noticed the recent appearance of a new 
journal “Ecological Entomology” which now covers separately 
the ecological papers published by the Royal Entomological 
Society of London. The journal is intended to be international 
in scope and to that end editorial advisers have been appointed 
from several countries. Papers of high quality on any 
ecologically oriented insect research can be submitted either 
directly to the editor, Trevor Lewis, Rothamstead Experimental 
Station, Harpenden, Herts., AL5 2JQ, UK, or via your local 
editorial adviser (me). Each number of the journal contains 
notices to contributors giving details of layout, etc. Make 
sure this important journal is taken by your department library, 
it is going to be worth regular reading! 


R.D. Hughes, 

CSIRO Div. of Entomology, 
P.O. Box 1700, 

Canberra Citv. ACT. 2601. 
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MISSING PERSONS 


Would any person knowing the current addresses of 
Mr. P. Leppard, formerly of S.A., and Dr. D. Venters, 
formerly of P.N.G., please notify the Secretary. 
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SUSTAINING ASSOCIATES: 


Australian Entomological Supplies 
A.P.M. Forests Pty. Ltd. 

Bayer Australia Ltd. 

Boots Pure Drug Co. (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. 
CIBA-GEIGY Ltd. 

Cyanamid Australia Pty. Ltd. 

Dow Chemical (Aust.) Ltd. 

I.C.I. Australia Ltd. 

Shell Chemical (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. 

Rohm and Haas Australia Pty. Ltd. 


MATERIAL IN THIS BULLETIN MUST NOT BE REFERRED TO NOR REPRODUCED 
WITHOUT PERMISSION OF THE AUTHOR OF THE MATERIAL. 


Articles, Notes, Letters to the Editor and other material for 
the News Bulletin should be sent to the News Bulletin Editor. 


UNFINANCIAL MEMBERS 


Members who have not yet paid their 1976 subscriptions 
are reminded that they will not receive further copies of 
the Journal until payment is received by the Treasurer. 


